
The following is a summary of the May 11, 2017, Combined Conference and Regular Meeting of 
the Berkeley Heights Board of Education: 
 
Report of the Student Representatives 
 
Amanda Johnson reported on the following: 
 
• The Governor Livingston Hilltop Players are hosting their annual Cabaret for a Cure on June 

5th to raise money for Relay for Life.  For this event, students and teachers will have the 
chance to share their talents through musical theater performances.  

 
• GLHS junior Bret O'Brien placed fourth out of the 110 tenors who auditioned for the 2017 

New Jersey All-State Honors Choir and was accepted into the Choir.  
 
• The high school Art Club is taking a field trip to the Whitney Biennial in New York City 

on May 25th.  
 
• The new inductees into the Governor Livingston chapter of the National Honor Society have 

begun their involvement in the organization and are joining senior NHS members in the IMC 
before school and during lunch for tutoring.  All senior members of the National Honor 
Society will also be participating in Relay for Life this weekend.  

 
• Students from the GL Percussion Workshop for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the 

Concert Band's Percussion Ensemble traveled to the Union County Performing Arts Center 
in Rahway on May 11th and put on great performances.  

 
• Congratulations to the cast of the female version of The Odd Couple for being nominated for 

an award for “Outstanding Achievement as Acting Ensemble in a Comedy.”  Members of the 
cast from this GL production will be will be traveling to Montclair State University on May 
15th for a ceremony to accept this award.  

 
• GLHS Interact Club members will have the chance to volunteer at the PTO Clothing 

Drive on May 13th and at the Mother's Day 5K on May 14th.  The Clothing Drive will be 
held in the main parking lot of GL from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

 
• Governor Livingston Student Auxiliary members met last week to wrap silverware for a local 

soup kitchen and will be meeting next week to make cards for veterans.  
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Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 
 
James Pitingolo reported on the following: 
 
• Most Governor Livingston sports teams, if they haven’t already, are entering the 

championship part of their seasons. 
 

• Highlander Softball has had a phenomenal season so far with an 18-2 record.  The girls won 
their first two Union County Tournament games against Cranford and Summit, the former 
being a close win on Senior Night.  GL play Arthur L. Johnson on May 12th in the UCT 
Finals, so the best of luck to them. 

 
• GL Baseball has also had a fantastic season up to this point.  The Highlanders ascended to 

the #1 ranking in New Jersey last week, and were ranked #22 in the nation.  With a 17-2 
record, the boys are bouncing back from their loss in the Union County Tournament to go all 
out in the upcoming State Tournament. 

 
• The GLHS Boys and Girls Track teams continue to excel as well. Andrew Aguilera, Douglas 

Ladzinski and Justin Ladzinski are Union County champions in the Intermediate Hurdles 
Relay; and Danielle Petryk, Victoria Vanriele, Katie Quinn, and Cristal Vilasoa won the 
4x800 meter relay - setting a school record, earning the county championship, and running 
the fourth-fastest time ever recorded in this event at the Union County Relay Championships. 
The Union County Conference Meet is this weekend at Governor Livingston, next weekend 
is the Union County Individual Championships, and the Sectional Championships are the 
following weekend.  Congratulations and good luck to Highlander Track and Field!  

 
• GLHS Tennis has also had a very competitive season so far.  With a 10-4 record, the boys are 

seeded second in their conference after a fourth place finish in counties. The Highlanders 
recently defeated Jonathan Dayton 4-1, so hopefully this victory will give them some 
momentum heading into the championship portion of the season. 

 
• Highlander Boys Lacrosse has fought hard this season and currently holds a 6-6 record. With 

exciting wins against Parsippany and Fair Lawn last week, the boys are looking forward to a 
great rest of the season. They play Clifton next, so good luck to them.  

 
• GL Girls Lacrosse has a 6-8 record and continues to battle in every game.  Though they had a 

tough loss against Mount Saint Dominic in their most recent game, the girls look forward to 
competitive contests against Millburn next Saturday and a rivalry match against New 
Providence on May 23rd.  

 
• The Governor Livingston Golf team is currently 6-5.  Unfortunately, the squad had another 

very close loss to Westfield on May 10th, but they have also had some exciting victories to 
bring them to a winning record.  
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Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 
 
James Pitingolo reported on the following: 
 
• Finally, the Senior Class Student Council is in full preparation for Prom. The Junior Council 

successfully hosted a Cinco de Mayo-themed Semi-Formal on May 5th that was a good time 
for everyone there. 

 
• The Freshman class is holding a fundraiser at Buffalo Wild Wings from open to close on 

Wednesday, May 17th, so be sure to support them. 
 

• After elections two weeks ago and even though summer is steadily approaching, the new 
councils are preparing for an exciting school year in 2017-2018. 
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Superintendent’s Report 
 
• Mrs. Judith Rattner, Superintendent of Schools, started her report by speaking about and 

introducing the staff members being honored as the “Educator of the Year” at each of the 
district’s six schools for 2016-2017:  Mrs. Sarah Burga (far left), Mrs. Maureen Brewster 

(third from left), Mrs. Kate 
Corcoran (fourth from left), Mrs. 
Marie Pellegrini (center), Ms. 
Staci Toporek (fourth from right), 
and Mr. Thomas Clayton (far 
right).  Pictured with these 
accomplished educators are (L to 
R) Judith Rattner, Assistant 
Superintendent Scott McKinney, 
Board of Education President 

Doug Reinstein, Columbia Middle School Assistant Principal Grace Acosta, and Governor 
Livingston High School Assistant Principal Tara Oliveira.   
 
In addition to the comments provided by Mrs. Rattner, each “Educator of the Year” had an 
opportunity to address the Board of Education and the large gathering of friends, family 
members and students who had gathered to recognize these outstanding professionals.  
Representatives of the Parent-Teacher Organizations (PTO) from each of the schools were 
also on hand to thank the “Educators of the Year” and present them with a token of their 
appreciation. 

 
• Special Education Week in New Jersey will be celebrated next week, May 14th through 20th. 
 
• On May 8th, the Percussion Workshop for the Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing at Governor Livingston High School 
received a 2017 Innovations in Special Education Award 
from the New Jersey School Boards Association during an 
awards banquet held in Princeton.  At right, Governor 
Livingston Music Teachers Josef Ellis (left) and Chris 
Colaneri (right) and GL Speech Language Specialist 
Cynthia Manto (center) are pictured with a display which 
describes this award-winning program.  
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Superintendent’s Report (continued) 
 
• That same evening, the Union County Human Relations Committee held the 16th Annual 

Unity Achievement Awards at Kean University.  The Unity Award for Achievement by a 
Student was presented to Nicholas Tarabokia, an Eighth Grader at Columbia Middle School.  

He was recognized for transforming a 
fearsome hardship to inspire hope, instill 
courage, and bring joy, comfort, and support 
to children and families battling cancer.  
Diagnosed with cancer at age 3, Nicholas has 
created and distributed over 5,000 “Nights of 
Love” packages – a nightlight, picture frame 
and a stuffed animal - to children who are 
suffering from cancer.  Attached to these items 
in every package is a handwritten note from 
Nicholas, which reads: “I know how hard it is 
to be sick and have to go to the hospital. I 

remember staying in the hospital and always missing home.  I hope this makes your time in 
the hospital a little easier and makes your hospital room feel a little more like home.  Believe 
in yourself, don’t give up, and most of all, Cancer Stinks.” 
     

• Kindergarten Orientation was held at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center on May 
11th. 

 
• Columbia Middle School Parent Orientation was held on May 8th.  Approximately 230 

parents/guardians attended the program to help the students and their families transition to 
CMS. 

 
• PARCC testing has been completed in all schools. 
 
• According to the SafeWise Report, an authority on safety and home security news, Berkeley 

Heights Township was ranked #16 among the list of New Jersey’s Safest Cities based on 
2015 FBI Crime Report statistics. 

 
• In response to a question posed by Board of Education member Robert Cianciulli, Mrs. 

Rattner indicated that the Department of Special Services will be providing parents of 
Special Education students the opportunity to obtain an e-mail draft of the IEP document 
prior to IEP meetings beginning with the 2017-2018 school year. 
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Facilities Report 
 
Mrs. Donna Felezzola provided the following Facilities Report: 
 
• Track and Turf Field Replacement – District officials had a kickoff meeting with the 

contractor for this job last week. Work is scheduled to start on June 21st, and space must be 
made available in order for construction to start.  It was stressed at the kickoff meeting that 
no one should be allowed in the construction area, so signs will be posted to keep everyone 
away from the vicinity of the field and track.  The district received the drawings for the field 
and samples of the turf for approval on May 11th. 

 
• Secure Vestibules – The opening meeting with PalPro – the contractor for this job - and the 

architects was held last week.  This contractor is also scheduled to start demolition on June 
21st.  PalPro plans to have at least two crews working in district on this project.  Work will 
begin at Columbia Middle School, Governor Livingston High School, and Mary Kay 
McMillin Early Childhood Center on June 21st. Construction will start at Mountain Park, 
Thomas P. Hughes, and William Woodruff  schools during the first week of July.   

 
• Security Camera Upgrades and Access Control System – A meeting was held with the 

contractor, Johnston Communications, on May 11th to discuss various aspects of these 
projects.  Access controls will be installed at specific locations in each school. The contractor 
is prepared to start the installation immediately and will be reaching out to the principals and 
head custodians to start work in the buildings.   

 
• Shared services – The Berkeley Heights Public Schools continue to pursue shared-services 

agreements in the following areas: 
o The district is continuing with coordinated field maintenance projects, services for 

weeding and fertilizing, cutting schedules, and sharing equipment.  School personnel 
are working together with the Berkeley Heights PAL and Union County to get 
dugouts installed at the Columbia Middle School upper field. 

o The school district is finalizing a plan to have the Township pick up its garbage. 
o Cooperative maintenance of transportation and maintenance vehicles between the 

school district and Township continues to work well. 
o The Berkeley Heights School District is also beginning discussions on providing 

shared services for on-going technology maintenance and long-term planning. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 
 
• The introduction for study and first reading of a new District Policy, Records Retention 8350.   

 
• Three new textbooks to be used in the Berkeley Heights Public Schools during the 2017-

2018 school year. 
 

• The re-employment and salaries of non-tenured administrators for the 2017-2018 fiscal year. 
 

• The re-employment and salaries of non-tenured secretaries for the 2017-2018 fiscal year. 
 

• The employment and salaries of tenured staff members for the 2017-2018 school year. 
 

• The employment of Mrs. Lindsay Mirabella to teach an additional class, beyond her normal 
teaching schedule, at Governor Livingston High School effective May 11, 2017, through 
June 20, 2017.  Mrs. Mirabella will be covering part of the teaching schedule of Ms. Jennifer 
Aragona, who is out on a maternity/disability leave of absence.  
 

• The appointment of the following coaches for the Fall 2017 season, as noted: 
 

Fall 2017 Season 
Governor Livingston High School 
Assistant Football Coach    Gary Chan 
Assistant Football Coach    Christopher Ekert  
Assistant Football Coach    Dominick Mastroianni, Sr.  
Assistant Football Coach    Dominick Mastroianni, Jr. 
Assistant Football Coach    Carmin Scuderi 
Assistant Football Coach    Jonathon Stack 
Volunteer Assistant Football Coach  Nicholas Matthes 
Volunteer Program Assistant - Football  Mark Scuderi 
Assistant Soccer Coach (Girls)   Steven Lesnewich 
Assistant Soccer Coach (Girls)   Jenna Stickle 
Assistant Soccer Coach (Girls)   Michelle Smorol 
Assistant Soccer Coach (Boys)   Zachary Robbins 
Assistant Soccer Coach (Boys)   Ryan Jendrek 
Assistant Field Hockey Coach   Kristy Detore 
Assistant Field Hockey Coach   Jacqueline Wells 
Assistant Cross Country Coach   Lisa Dhaibar 
Assistant Cross Country Coach   Peter Festante 
Assistant Tennis Coach (Girls)   Joseph Reel 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued) 

 
• The employment of Ms. Haley Smith as a Teacher of Special Education at Mountain Park 

School for the 2017-2018 school year. 
 
• The request of Mrs. Sarah Burga, Grade 5 Teacher at William Woodruff School, for a 

maternity/disability and child care leave of absence from September 8, 2017, through 
December 10, 2017. 

 
• The employment of Ms. Joy Cleveland as a Part-Time Speech Language Specialist at Mary 

Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center for the 2017-2018 school year. 
 

• The resignation of Mrs. June Saporito from her position with the Cafeteria staff at Columbia 
Middle School, effective June 1, 2017. 
 

• The Board of Education provided notice of its intent to have a public hearing regarding the 
Superintendent’s Contract at the Regular Board Meeting on June 27th. 
 

The Board of Education will conduct a Combined Conference and Regular Meeting on 
Thursday, June 8, 2017, at 7:30 p.m. in the Blue Gymnasium at Columbia Middle School.   
A public reception honoring this year’s District Retirees and Student Achievers will be held 
prior to the meeting, starting at 7:00 p.m. 


